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previously  been  accustomed  to  refined society and the
most sumptuous of dwellings.

After the expedition had reached the main Orinoko the
weather became extremely hot, and the river was bordered
with such high trees that the pleasant breezes were kept
away. The observations, moreover, that were taken by
Raleigh and the sailing masters seem to have been affected
by the discomfort of the journey. Already on reaching
Trinidad they had miscalculated their position, and ima-
gined themselves to be about 140 miles nearer the Equator
than they really were. As they journeyed south and west
up the Orinoko this miscalculation increased, so that they
had soon exaggerated their approach to the Equator
and the distance they had covered by about 280 miles.
Raleigh's men would probably have mutinied and insisted
on returning had he not kept assuring them that one
day's journey more would enable them to reach a land
where they would find abundance of food and all the
ease and rest they required. Even as they advanced,
although the stream proved to be stronger and stronger
against them, and their progress slower, nevertheless the
country along the banks of the Orinoko became more
attractive. The trees were found to bear fruits good to
eat, and the flowers " seemed of a variety so great as to
make ten volumes of herbals". They were able now to
vary their diet with the fruits of the country, and some-
times with birds and fish which they killed. At this
"season (according to Sir Robert Schomburgk, whose edi-
tion of the description of Raleigh's journey has already
been referred to in a footnote) the Manicole palm (a species
of Euterpe) bore its ripened fruit, and probably attracted
flocks of blue and yellow macaws and many other gor-
geous parrots, large curassows and gnans (distant rela-